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HARDWARE BASED METHOD FOR DIGI- 
TAL RIGHTS MANAGEMENT INCLUDING 
SELF ACTIVATING/SELF AUTHENTICA- 
TION SOFTWARE 

Abstract 

Hardware based digital rights management includes designating 
software for protection via a code or identifier associated with the 
software and detected by a hardware based authorized represen- 
tative entity resident on a user computer, network, or device, re- 
motely located relative to the user, or both. Representative hard- 
ware based implementations may be in the form of a chip, 
chipset, PC card, processor, and/or integral with a CPU, preferably 
supplied on an OEM basis. Authorized representative functions are 
programmable and/or hard coded. Software/digital content is 
self-activating/self-authenticating when used in conjunction with 
a resident authorized administrator. During the first use or trans- 
fer of content designated for protection, the authorized represen- 
tative generates a password or authentication code at least par- 
tially based on registration information including user system in- 



formation and links tlie code to tlie content. Registration informa- 
tion associated witli tlie user/device remains witliin a trusted net- 
worl< associated with the user providing optimal user privacy. 



